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reach the ground conveniently with their bi1ls

Now there is no exception to this rule by which

the length of the neck keeps pace with that of the

legs in land fowls-but there is an exception in the

case of those water-fowls that feed on the produce

of water bottoms-as the swan whose neck is

much larger in proportion than its legs, and also the

goose, both of which birds seek for their food in

the slimy bottom of lakes or pools. Now it so

happens of the goose that it can live upon land with

its long neck and short legs-though the dispro

portion under which it labours gives an obvious

awkwardness to its appearance and gait-_--besides,
we have no doubt, subjecting it to a certain degree

of inconvenience in feeding. Here then is one

example of an incongruity consistent with life,

and fully authorizing the question, why under a

random or unintelligent economy of things, there

is not an infinite multitude of such examples among

living animals? It will be perceived of this one

example, that, while it both furnishes and illus

trates the argument on which we now insist, it

carries in it no exception to the wisdom of the

Creator. The animal is amphibious. Its natural

habitat is the margin of lakes. It may live on

land, but it can live on water-and is furnished

with its long neck for the sake of the additional

food obtained from this latter element.

11. Before quitting this subject we may remark

that the exception which takes place in the propor-.

tion between the necks and the legs is peculiar to

those birds that are webfooted. Now is the!e

aught, we would ask, in a disproportion between
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