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or caii be effected by all the elaborations of an

ambitious oratory. Of him it may be said, and

with as emphatic justice as of any man who ever

wrote, that there is no nonsense about him--and

so, with all his conceptions most appropriate to the

subject that he is treating, and these bodied forth

in words each of which is instinct with significancy

and most strikingly appropriate-we have alto..

gether a performance neither vitiated in expression

by one clause or epithet of verbiage, nor vitiated

in substance by one impertinence of prurient or

misplaced imagination. His predominent faculty

is judgment-and therefore it is, that he is always

sure to seize on the relevancies or stron points of

an argument, which never suffer from his mode of

rendering them, because, to use a familiar but

expressive phrase, they are at all times exceedingly

well put. His perfect freedom from all aim and

all affectation is a mighty disencumbrance to

him-he having evidently no other object, than

to give forth in as clear and correct delineation

as possible, those impressions which nature and

truth had spontaneously made on his own just

and vigorous understanding. So that, altogether,

although we should say of the mind of Paley that

it was of a decidedly prosaic or secular cast-.

although we should be at a loss to find out what is

termed the poetry of his character, and doubt in

fact whether any of the elements of poetry were

there-although never to be found in the walk of

sentiment or of metaphysics, or indeed in any high

transcendental walk whatever whether of the reason

or of the fancy-yet to him there most unquestion.
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