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than a million-fold on the side of the former. We

do not affirm of the human mind that it is so des-.

titute of all complication and variety, as to be

deficient altogether in this sort of evidence. Let

there be but six laws or ultimate facts in the men

tal constitution, with the circumstance of each of

them being beneficial; and this of itself would yield

no inconsiderable amount of precise and calculable

proof, for our mental economy being a formation

of contrivance, rather than one that is fortuitous or

of blind necessity. It will at once be seen, how

ever, why mind, just from its greater simplicity
than matter, should contribute so much less to the

support of natural theism, of that definite and

mathematical evidence which is founded on com

bination.

5. But, although in the mental department of

creation, the argument for a God that is gthered
out of such materials, is not so strong as in the

other great department-yet it does furnish a

peculiar argument of its own, which, though not

grounded on mathematical data, and not derived

from a lengthened and logical process of reasoning,
is of a highly effective and practical character not

withstanding. It has not less in it of the substance,

though it may have greatly less in it of the sem

blance of demonstration, that it consists of but one

step between the premises and the conclusion. It

is briefly, but cannot be more clearly and emphati

cally expressed than in the following sentence.

"He that formed the eye, shall he not see? He

that planted the ear, shall he not hear? He that

teacheth man knowledge, shall he not know?"


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1853-Chalmers-NatTheo/README.htm


