
292 ON THE EViDENCE FOE A GOD

Our universe is sometimes termed the mirror of

Him who made it. But the optical reflection,

whatever it may be, must be held as indicating the

reality which gave it birth; and, whether we dis

cern there the expression of a reigning benevolence,

or a reigning justice, these must; not be dealt with

as the aerial or the fanciful personifications of

qualities alone, but as the substantial evidences of

a just and benevolent, and, withal, a living God.

So that after all, if the constitution of our moral

nature bear upon it decisive indications of the

character of. God, it must furnish at the same time

strong indications of his Being. T.he discovery

of a character implies the dicovery of an existence.

We cannot separate qualities of any description

from the proper substance in which they reside;

and, if told of an absolute goodness and rightness

in the economy of the universe, we cannot dissever

our observation of such attributes as these from our

belief of a good, and righteous, and withal a living

Governor by whom they are realized.

11. But beside this peculiar evidence afforded.

by mind for the being of a God, we shall, in con

nexion with the study of its phenomena and its

laws meet with much of that evidence, which lies

in the manifold, and, withal, happy conjunction of

many individual things, by the meeting together of

which, some distinctly beneficial end is accom

plished, brought about in that one way and in

no other. For it ought further to be recollected,

that, simple as the constitution of the human mind

is, and proportionally unfruitful, therefore, as it

nay be of that argument for a God, which is
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