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violet its hue of modesty, and clothed the lily in its
robe of purest innocence, and given to the trees of
the forest their respective attitudes of strength or
delicacy, and made the whole face of nature one
bright reflection of those virtues which the mind
and character of man had originally radiated. If
it be not by the implantation of a peculiar law in
mind, it is at least by a peculiar disposition of tints
and forms in external nature, that He hath spread
so diversified a loveliness over the panorama of
visible things; and thrown so many walks of
enchantment around us; and turned the sights and
the sounds of rural scenery into the ministers of so
much and such exquisite enjoyment; and caused
the outer world of matter to image forth in such
profusion those various qualities, which at first had
pleased or powerfully affected us in the inner world
of consciousness and thought. It is by the modi-
fying operation of circumstances that a primary is
transmuted into a secondary law; and if the
blessings which we enjoy under it cannot be ascribed
to the insertion of a distinct principle in the nature
of man, they can at least be ascribed to a useful
disposition of circumstances in the theatre around
him.

14. In like manner there are some who would
resolve our sense of property into an original
instinct, an ultimate fact in the mental constitution;
and then quote it as the distinct instance of a wise
and beneficial ordination—connecting with it, as we
have a right to do, all the advantages which accrue
to society from the desire of property and from the
respect for it which exists among men. Others
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