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resources. It is the extreme wideness of the
contrast, between the sluggishness of matter, and
the fineness of the results in physiology, which so
enhances our veneration for the great Architect of
Nature, when we behold the exquisite organizations
of the animal and vegetable kingdoms.* 'The two
exhibitions are wholly distinct from each other—
yet each of them may be perfect in its own way.
The first is held forth to us, when one law of per-
vading generality is found to scatter a myriad of
beneficent consequences in its train. The second
is held forth, when, by an indefinite complexity of
means, a countless variety of expedients with their
multiform combinations, some one design, such as
the upholding of life in plants or animals is ac-
complished. Creation presents us in marvellous
profusion with specimens of both these—at once
confirming the doctrine, and illustrating the signi-
ficancy of the expression in which Scripture hath
conveyed it to us, when it tells of the manifold
wisdom of God.

16. But while, on a principle already often
recognised, this multitude of necessary conditions
to the accomplishment of a given end, enhances the
argument for a God, because each separate con-
dition reduces the hypothesis of chance to a more
violent improbability than before ; yet it must not be
disguised that there 1s a certain transcendental mys-
tery which it has the effect of aggravating, and which
it leaves unresolved. We can understand the com-

¢ Dr. Paley would state the problem thus. Thelaws of matter
being given, so to organize it, as that it shall produce or sustajm
the phenomena, whether of vegetation or of life.
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