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tion, may be regarded like all its facts, as bearing
on it the impress of that mind which gave birth to
creation.

2. But further. It is not only not with the
system of ethical doctrine—it is not even with the
full system of the philosophy of our nature that we
have properly to do. On this last there is still a
number of unsettled questions; but our peculiar
argument does not need to wait for the conclusive
determination of them. For example, there is
many a controversy among philosophers respecting
the primary and secondary laws of the human con-
stitution. Now, if it be an obviously beneficial
law, it carries evidence for a (od, in the mere
existence and operation of it, independently of the
rank which it holds, or of the relation in which it
stands to the other principles, of our internal me-
chanism. It is thus that there may, at one and
the same time, be grounded on the law in question
a clear theological inference ; and yet there may be
associated with it an obscure philosophical specu-
lation. It is well that we separate these two;
and, more especially, that the decisive attestation
given by any part or phenomenon of our nature to
the Divine goodness, shall not be involved in the
mist and metaphysical perplexity of other reason-
ings, the object of which is altogether distinet and
separate from our own. 'The facts of the human
constitution, apart altogether from the philosophy
of their causation, demonstrate the wisdom and
benevolence of Him who framed it: and while it is
our part to follow the light of this philosophy, as
far as the light and the guidance of it are sure, we
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