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314 oON THE SUPREMACY OF CONSCIENCE.

and unescapeable sense of the wrong ; our remorse
andself-dissatisfaction when conscience isdisobeyed;
the happiness and harmony which are felt within,
when the voice of authority which it emits is also a
voice of power ; the well-conditioned state of the
soul, when the moral faculty overrules all, and
subordinates all —these are so many badges of the
proper and native supremacy of Conscience; and
they evince that its part and office in the mechanism
of our moral system is to act as regulator o0 the
whole.

7. And neither do we urge the proposition that
conscience has in every instance the actual direc-
tion of human affairs, for this were in the face of
all experience. It is not that every man obeys
her dictates, but that every man feels he ought
obey them. 'These dictates are often in life anu
practice disregarded: so that conscience is not the
sovereign de facto. Still there is a voice within
the hearts of all which asserts that conscience is the
sovereign de jure ; that to her belongs the command
rightfully, even though she do not possess it actu-
ally. In a season of national anarchy, the actual
power and the legitimate authority are often dis-
joined from each other. The lawful monarch may
be dethroned, and so lose the might ; while he con-
tinues to possess—nay, while he may be acknow-
ledged throughout his kingdom to possess the right
of sovereignty. The distinction still is made, even
under this reign of violence, between the usurper
and the lawful sovereign; and there is a similar
distinction among the powers and principles of the
human constitution, when an insurrection takes
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