http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1853-Chalmers-NatTheo/README.htm

ON THE SUPREMACY OF CONSCIENCE. 327

that attaches to the creature. There is a depth
of mystery in every thing connected with the exis-
tence and origin of evil in creation ; yet, even in the
fiercest uproar of our stormy passions, Conscience,
thoughin her softest whispers, givesto the supremacy
of rectitude the voice of an undying testimony; and
her light still shining in a dark place, her unquelled
accents still heard in the loudest outcry of Nature’s
rebellious appetites, form the strongest argument
within reach of the human faculties, that, in spite
of all partial or temporary derangements, Supreme
Power and Supreme (Goodness are at one. It is
true that rebellious man hath, with daring footstep,
trampled on the lessons of Conscience; but why,
in spite of man’s perversity, 1s conscience, on
the other hand, able to lift a voice so piercing
and so powerful, by which to remonstrate against
the wrong, and to reclaim the honours that are due
to her? How comes it that, in the mutiny and
uproar of the inferior faculties, that faculty in man,
which wears the stamp and impress of the highest,
should remain on the side of truth and holiness?
Would humanity have thus been moulded by a false
and evil spirit; or would he have committed such
impolicy against himself, as to insert in each member
of our species a principle which would make him
feel the greatest complacency in his own rectitude,
when he feels the most high-minded revolt of indig-
nation and dislike against the Being who gave him
birth ? It is not so much that Conscience takes a
part among the other faculties of our nature; but
that Conscience takes among them the part of a
governor, and that man, if he do not obey her
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