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328 ON THE SUPREMACY OF CONSCIENCE.

suggestions, still, in despite of himself, acknowledges
her rights. It is a mighty argument for the virtue
of the Governor above, that all the laws and
injunctions of the governor below are on the side
of virtue. It seems as if He had left this repre-
sentative, or remaining witness, for Himself, in a
world that had cast off its allegiance; and that,
from the voice of the judge within the breast, we
may learn the will and the character of Him who
hath invested with such authority His dictates. It
s this which speaks as much more demonstratively
or the presidency of a righteous God in human
affairs, than for that of impure or unrighteous
demons, as did the rod of Aaron, when it swallowed
the rods of the enchanters and magicians in Egypt.
In the wildest anarchy of man’s insurgent appetites
and sins, there is still a reclaiming voice—a voice
which, even when in practice disregarded, it 1s
impossible not to own; and to which, at the very
moment that we refuse our obedience, we find that
we cannot refuse the homage of what we ourselves
do feel and acknowledge to be the best, the highest
principles of our nature.

12. The question then is, would any other than
a God of righteousness have made creatures of
such a moral constitution at the first—and, how-
ever inexplicable its subsequent derangement may
be, would He have left a conscience in every
breast which gave such powerful testimony to the
worth and the permanent importance of morality ?
Shaded in all its original lineaments as the character
of man now is, and dethroned although virtue be
from the actual sovereignty, is there mot still
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