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and still some universal and undoubted principle of

morality, however perverted or misapplied, can be

alleged in vindication of them. A people may be

deluded by their ignorance; or misguided by their

superstition; or, not only hurried into wrong deeds,

but even fostered into wrong sentiments, under the

influences of that cupidity or revenge, which are

so perpetually operating in the warfare of savage

or demisavage nations. Yet, in spite of all the

topical moralities to which these have given birth,

there is an unquestioned and universal morality

notwithstanding. And in every case, where the

moral sense is unfettered by these associations;

and the judgment is uncramped, either by the

partialities of interest or by the inveteracy of

national customs which habit and antiquity have

rendered sacred-Conscience is found to speak the

same language; nor, to the remotest ends of the

world, is there a country or an island, where the

same uniform and consistent voice is not heard

from her. Let the mists of ignorance and passion

and artificial education be only cleared away; and

the moral attributes of goodness and righteousness

and truth be seen undistorted, and in their own

proper guise; and there is not a heart or a con

science throughout earth's teeming population,

which could refuse to do them homage. And it is

precisely because the Father of the human family

has given such hearts and consciences to all his

children, that we infer these to be the very sancti-.

ties of the Godhead, the very attributes of his own

primeval nature.

21. There is a countless diversity of tastes in
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