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ON THE SUPREMACY OF CONSCIENCE. 349

all over the globe; and that, when once the obscu-
rations of superstition and selfishness are dissipated,
there will be found the same moral light in every
mind, a recognition of the same moral law, as the
immutable and eternal code of righteousness for all
countries and all ages. We have already quoted
the noble testimony of a heathen, who tells us
with equal eloquence and truth, that, even amid
all the perversities of a vitiated and endlessly
diversified creed, Conscience sat mistress over the
whole earth, and asserted the supremacy of her
own unalterable obligations.* _

24. Such then is our first argument for the
moral character of God, and which, as a character
implies an existence, might be resolved into an
argument for he being of God—even the moral
character of the law of conscience ; that conscience
which He hath inserted among the faculties of our
nature; and armed with the felt authority of a
master; and furnished with sanctions for the
enforcement of its dictates; and so framed, that,
apart from local perversities of the understanding .
or the habits, all its decisions are on the side of
righteousness. The inference is neither a distant
nor an obscure one, from the character of such a
law to the character of its lawgiver. Neither 1s it
an inference, destroyed by the insurrection which
has taken place on the part of our lower faculties,
or by the actual prevalence of vice in the world.
For this has only enabled Conscience to come
forth with another and additional demonstration of

* Book I c. 1. § 38.
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