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rebuke on every indulgence of a wrong affection.
But it is saying still more for such being the
character of our Maker—so to have framed our
mental constitution, that, in the very working of
these bad affections there should be the painfulness
of a felt discomfort and discordancy. Such is the
make or mechanism of our nature, that it is
thwarted and put out of sorts, by rage and envy,
and hatred ; and this, irrespective of the adverse
moral judgments which conscience passes upon
them. Of themselves, they are unsavoury; and
no sooner do they enter the heart, than they shed
upon it an immediate distillation of bitterness.
Just as the plaicd smile of benevolence bespeaks
the felt comfort of benevolence; so, in the frown
and tempest of an angry countenance, do we read
the unhappiness of that man who is vexed and
agitated by his own malignant affections—eating
inwardly as they do on the vitals of his enjoyment.
It is, therefore, that he is often styled, and truly, a
self-tormentor ; or, his own worst enemy. The
delight of virtue in itself, is a separate thing from
the delight of the conscience which approves it.
And the pain of moral evil in itself, is a separate
thing from the pain inflicted by conscience in the
act of condemning it. They offer to our notice two
distinct ingredients, both of the present reward
attendant upon virtue, and of the present penalty
attendant upon vice; and so, enhance the evidence
that is before our eyes, for the moral character of
that admimistration, under which the world has
been placed by its Author. The appetite of hunger
is rightly alleged, in evidence of the care, wherewith
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