http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1853-Chalmers-NatTheo/README.htm

MISERY OF VICIOUS AFFECTIONS. 359

enhance the proof of a moral purpose, and there-
fore of a moral character in God, so to have
framed our mental economy, that, in addition to
the felt obligation of its rightness, virtue should
of itself, be so regaling to the taste of the inner
man.

5. In counterpart to these sweets and satis-
factions of virtue, is the essential and inherent
bitterness of all that is morally evil. We repeat,
that, with this particular argument, we do not mix
up the agonies of remorse. It is the wretchedness
of vice in itself, not the wretchedness which we
suffer because of its recollected and felt wrongness
that we now speak of. It is not the painfulness of
the compunction felt because of our anger, upon
which we at this moment insist ; but the painfulness
of the emotion itself ; and the same remark applies
to all the malignant desires of the human heart.
"[rue, it is inseparable from the very nature of a
desire, that there must be some enjoyment or
other, at the time of its gratification ; but, in the
case ot these evil affections, it is not unmixed
enjoyment. ‘The most ordinary observer of his
own feelings, however incapable of analysis, must
be sensible, even at the moment of wreaking, in
full indulgence of his resentment, on the man who
has provoked or injured him, that all is not perfect
and entire enjoyment within; but that, in this,
and indeed in every other malignant feeling, there
is a sore burden of disquietude—an unhappiness
tumultuating in the heart, and visibly pictured
on the countenance. The ferocious tyrant who
has only to issue forth his mandate, and strike
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