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368 PLEASURE OF VIRTUOUS, AND

of enjoyment common to them all. It were a
eontradiction in terms to affirm otherwise; for it
were tantamount to saying, that an affection may
be gratified, without the actual experience of a
gratification. There must be some sensation or
other of happiness, at the time when a man obtains
that which he is seeking for; and if it be not a
positive sensation of pleasure, it will at least be the
sensation of a relief from pain, as when one meets
with the opportunity of wreaking upon its object,
that indignation which had long kept his heart in a
tumult of disquietude. ~We therefore would mis-
take the matter, if we thought, that a state even of
thorough and unqualified wickedness was exclusive
of all enjoyment—for even the vicious affections
must share in that enjoyment, which inseparably
attaches to every affection, at the moment of its
indulgence. And thus it is, that even in the
veriest Pandemonium, might there be lurid gleams
of ecstasy, and shouts of fiendish exultation—the
merriment of desperadoes in crime, who send forth
the outcries of their spiteful and savage delight,
when some deep-laid villany has triumphed; or when
in some dire perpetration of revenge, they have
given full satisfaction and discharge to the malig-
nity of their accursed nature. The assertion there-
fore may be taken too generally, when 1t is stated,
that there is no enjoyment whatever in the veriest
hell of assembled outcasts; for even there, might
there be many separate and specific gratifications.
And we must -abstract the pleasure essentially
involved in every affection, at the instant of its
indulgence, and which cannot possibly be disjoined
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