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MISERY OF ViCI1OUS AFFECTIONS. 369

frem it, ere we see clearly and distinctively wherein
it is that, in respect of enjoyment, the virtuous and
vicious affections differ from each other. For it is
true, that there is a common resemblance between
them ; and that, by the universal law and nature
of affection, there must be some sort of agreeable
sensation, in the act of their obtaining that which
they are seeking after.  Yet it is no less true, that,
did the former affections bear supreme rule in the
heart, they would brighten and tranquillize the
whole of human existence—whereas, had the latter
the entire and practical ascendancy, they would
distemper the whole man, and make him as com-
pletely wretched as he were completely worthless.
9. There is one leading difference then between
a virtuous and a vicious affection—that there is
always a felt sweetness in the very presence and
contact of the former; whereas, in the presence
and contact of the latter, there is generally or very
often at least, a sensation of bitterness. Let them
agree as they may in the undoubted fact of a grati-
fication in the attainment of their respective ends,
the affections themselves may be long in existence
and operation before their ends are arrived at; and
then it is, we affirm, that if compared, there will
be found a wide distinction and dissimilarity between
them. The very feeling of kindness 1s pleasant to
the heart ; and the very feeling of anger is a painful
and corrosive one. The latter, we know, 1s often
said to be a mixed feeling—because of both the
pleasure and the pain which are said to enter mto
it. But it will be found that the pleasure, in this
case, lies in the prospect of full and final gratifica-
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