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it in the feeling itself-whereas all the pain of com

passion lies in the disappointment of its gratilic
tion, while in the feeling itself there is nought but

pleasure. Let the respective gratifications of these

two affections-.-the one, by the fulfilled retaliation

of a wrong; the other, by the fulfilled relief of a

suffering-let these gratifications be put out of

notice altogether, that we might but attend to the

yet ungratified feelings themselves: and we cannot

imagine a greater difference of state between two

minds, than that of one which luxuriates in the

tenderness of compassion, and that of another

which breathes and is infuriated with the dark

passions and the still darker purposes of resent

ment. Or we may appeal to the experience of

the same mind, which at one time may have its

hour of meditated kindness, and at another its hour

of meditated revenge. We speak of these two,

not in the moment of their respective triumphs,

not of the sensations attendant on the success of

each -but of the direct and instant sensations which

lie in the feelings themselves. They form two as

distinct states in the moral world, as sunshine and

tempest are in the physical world We have but

to name the elements which enter into the com

position of each, in order to suggest the utter

contrariety which obtains between them-between

the calm and placid cheerfulness on the one hand

of that heart which is employed in conceiving the

generous wishes, or in framing the liberal and

fruitful devices of benevolence; and, on the other

hand, the turbulence and fierce disorder of the

same heart, when burning disdain) or fell and
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