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872 PLEASURE OF VIRTUOUS, AND

implacable hatred has taken possession of it -the
reaction of its own affronted pride, or aggrieved
sense of the injury which has been done to it.

10. But perhaps the most fa,vourabl’e moment
for comparison between them, is when each is
frustrated of its peculiar aim; and so each 1s sent
back upon itself, with that common suffering to
which all the affections are liable—the suffering of
a disappointment. We shall be at no loss to
determine on which side the advantage lies, if we
have either felt or witnessed benevolence in tears,
because of the misery which it cannot alleviate;
and rage, in the agonies of its defeated impotence,
because of the haughty and successful defiance of
an enemy, whom with vain hostility it has tried to
assail, but cannot reach. We have the example
of a good affection under disappointment, in the
case of virtuous grief or virtuous indignation ; and
of a bad affection under disappointment, in the
case of envy, when, in spite of every attempt to
calumniate or depress its object, he shines forth to
universal acknowledgment and applause, in all the
lustre of his vindicated superiority. It marks how
distinct these two sets of feelings are from each
other, that, with the former, even under the pain
of disappointment, there is a something in the
very taste and quality of the feelings themselves,
which acts as an emollient or a charm, and mitigates
the painfulness—while, with the latter, there is
nought to mitigate, but every thing to exasperate,
and more fiercely to agonize. The malignant
feelings are no sooner turned inwardly, by the
arrest of a disappointment from without, than they
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