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ment of which one feels as if it were the cry of

eternal justice that there should be a reckoning

afterwards-beside these, there is felt, more directly

and vividly still, the sense of a yet unsettled

controversy, between the sinner and the God

whom he has offended. The notion of immortality

is far more powerfully and habitually suggested by

the perpetual bauntings or misgivings of this sort

of undefined terror, by the dread of a coming

penalty-rather than by the consciousness of merit,

or of a yet unsatisfied (Jaim to a well-earned

reward. Nor is the argument at all lessened by
that observed phenomenon in the history of guilt,
the decay of conscience a hebetude, if it may be

so termed, of the moral sensibilities, which keeps

pace with the growth of a man's wickedness, and,

at times, becomes quite inveterate towards the

termination of his mortal career. The very torpor
and tranquillity of such a state, would only appear
all the more emphatically to tell, that a day of

account is yet to come, when, instead of rioting,
as heretofore, in the impunity of a hardihood that

shields him alike from reproach and fear, conscience

will at length re-awaken to upbraid him for his

misdoings; at once the asserter of its own cause,

and the executioner of its own sentence. And

even the most desperate in crime, do experience,

at times, such gleams and resuscitations of moral

light, as themselves feel to be the precursors of a

revelation still more tremendous-when their own

conscience, fully let loose upon them, shall, in the

hands of an angry God, be a minister of fiercest

vengeance. Certain it is, that, if death, instead
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