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402 POWER AND OPERATION OF HABIT.

of an entire annihilation, be but a removal w0
another and a different scenc of existence, we see
in this, when combined with the known laws and
processes of the mind, the possibility, at least,
of such a consummation. There is much in the
business, and entertainments, and converse, and
day-light of that urgent and obtruding world by
which we are surrounded, to carry off the attention
of the mind from its own guiltiness. and so, to
suspend that agony, which, when thrown back
upon itself and dissevered from all its objects of
gratification, will be felt, without mitigation and
without respite. In the busy whirl of life, the
mind, drawn upon in all directions, can find,
outwardly and abroad, the relief of a constant
diversion from the misery of its own internal
processes. But a slight change in its locality or
its circumstances, would deliver it up to the full
burden and agony of these ; nor can we imagine a
more intense and intolerable wretchedness, than
that which would ensue, simply by rescinding the
connexion which obtains in this world between a
depraved mind and its external means of gratifica-
tion—when, forced inwardly on its own haunted
tenement, it met with nothing there but revenge
unsatiated ; and raging appetites, that never rest
from their unappeased fermentation ; and withal,
Joined to this perpetual sense of want, a pungent
and pervading sensc of worthlessness. 1Tt is the
constant testimony of criminals, that, in the horrors
and the tedium of solitary imprisonment, they
undergo the most appalling of all penalties—a
penalty, therefore, made up of moral eclements
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