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alone; as neither pain, nor hunger, nor sickness,

necessarily forms any of its ingredients. It strik

ingly demonstrate the character of Him who so

constructed our moral nature, that from the work

ings of its mechanism alone, there should be evolved

a suffering so tremendous on the children of

iniquity, insomuch that a sinner meets with sorest

vengeance when simply left to the fruit of his own

ways-whether by the death which carries his

disembodied spirit to its Tartarus; or by a resur

rection to another scene of existence, where, in

full possession of his earthly habits and earthly

passions, he is nevertheless doomed to everlasting

separation from their present counterpart and earthly

enjoyments.

14. There is a distinction sometimes made

between the natural and arbitrary rewards of

virtue, or between the natural and arbitrary punish

ment of vice. The arbitrary is exemplified in

the enactments of human law; there in general

being no natural or necessary connexion between

the crimes which it denounces, and the penalties

which it ordains for them-as between the fine, or

the imprisonment, or the death, upon the one

hand; and the act of violence, whether more or

less outrageous, upon the other. The natural

again is exemplified in the workings of the human

constitution; there being a connexion, in necessity
and nature, between the temper which prompted
the act of violence, and the wretchedness which it

inflicts on him who is the unhappy subject, in his

own bosom, of its fierce and restless agitations. It

is thus that not only is virtue termed its own


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1853-Chalmers-NatTheo/README.htm


