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18 ADAPTATION OF EXTERNAL NATURE TO

to afford another glimpse or indication of futurity.
It at least tells with what facility that Being, who
hath all the resources of infinity at command, could,
and that by an operation purely mental, inflict the
vengeance of a suffering the most exquisite, on the
children of disobedience. He has only to re-open
the fountains of memory and conscience; and this
will of itself cause distillation within the soul of
the waters of bitterness. And if in the voice of
earthly remembrancers and earthly judges, we
observe such a power of re-awakening—we might
infer, not the possibility alone, but the extreme
likelihood of a far more vivid re-awakening, when
the offended lawgiver himself takes the judgment
into His own hands. If the rebuke of human
‘tongues and human eyes be of such forcc to revive
the sleeping agony within us, what may we not
feel, when the adverse sentence is pronounced
against us from the throne of God, and n the
midst of a universal theatre? If, in this our little
day, the condemnation is felt to be insupportable,
that twinkles upon us from the thousand secondary
and subordinate lustres by which we are surrounded
—what must it be, when He, by whose hand they
have all been lighted up, turns towards us the
strength of His own countenance; and, with His
look of reprobation sends forth trouble and dismay
over the hosts of the rebellious.*

* Dr. Abercromby, in his interesting work on the intellectual
powers, states some remarkable cases of resuscitated and enlarged
memory, which remind one of the explanation given hy Mr. Cole-
ridge of the opening of the Looks in the day of judgment. It is
on the opening of the Look of conscience that the sinuner is made
to feel the truth and righteousness of his condemunation.
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