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results. The law of habit, when looked to in the
manageable ductility of its outset, presents a mighty
opening for the production of a new era in the
moral history of mankind; and the same law of habit,
when looked to in the maturity of its fixed and final
establishment, encourages the expectation of a per-
manentas well as universal reign of virtue in the world.
14. Even in the yet chaotic and rudimental state
of the world, we can observe the powers and the
likelihoods of such a consummation; and what gives
an overbearing superiority to the chances on the
side of virtue is, that parents, although the most
sunken in depravity themselves, welcome the pro-
posals, and receive with gratitude, the services of
Christian or moral philanthropy in behalf of their
families. However hopeless then of reformation
among those whose vicious habits have become
inveterate, it is well that there should be so wide
and unobstructed an access to those, among whom
the habits have yet to be formed. It is this which
places education on such firm vantage-ground, if
not for reclaiming the degeueracy of individuals, -
yet for reclaiming after the lapse of a few generations
the degeneracy of the species; and however abortive
many of the schemes and enterprises in this highest
walk of charity may hitherto have proved, yet the
manifest and growing attention to the cause does
open a brilliant moral perspective for the ages that
are to come. The experience of what has been
done locally by a few zealous individuals, warrants
our most cheering anticipations of what may yet be
done universally—when the powers of that simple
but mighty instrument which they employ, if
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