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44 ADAPTATIONS OF EXTERNAL NATURE TO

manufacture from any of its higher principles. It
forms a distinct and original part of our constitution,
of which morality, whenever it exists and has the
predominance, might take the direction, without
being at all essential to the presence or operation
of it. So far from this, it is nowhere exhibited in
greater vivacity and distinctness than by those crea~
tures who possess but an animal, without so much as
the germ, or the rudest elements of a moral nature.

8. Anger then is an emotion that may rage and
tumultuate in a bosom into which one moral concep-
tion has never entered. For its excitement nothing
more seems necessary than to thwart any desire
however unreasonable, or to disappoint any one
object which the heart may chance to be set upon.
So far from a sense of justice being needful to
originate this emotion—it is the man who, utterly
devoid of justice, would monopolize to himself all
that lies within the visible horizon, who 1s most
exposed to its visitations. He is the most vulner-
able to wrath from every point of the vast circum-
ference around him—who, conceiving the Universe
to be made for himself alone, is most insensible to
the rights and interests of other men. It isin fact
because he is so unfurnished with the ideas of
justice, that he is so unbridled in resentment.
Justice views the world and all its interests as
already partitioned among the various members of
the human population, each occupying his own
little domain ; and, instead of permitting anger to
expatiate at random over the universal face of
things, justice would curb and over-rule its ebulli-
tions in the bosom of every individual, till a trespass
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