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48 ADAPTATIONS OF EXTERNAL NATURE TO

aggression after it has begun, but still more fre
quently, we Dbelieve, through the reaction and
restraint of fear on the otherwise attacking party,
prevents the aggression from being made. The
stout and formidable antagonists eye each other
with a sort of natural respect; and, as if by a
common though tacit consent, wisely abstain on
either side from molestation, and pass onward with-
out a quarrel. It is thus that many a fierce con-
test is forborne, which, but for the operation of
anger on the one side, and fear upon the other,
would most certainly have been entered upon.
And so by a system, or machinery of reciprocal
checks and counteractives, and where the mental
affections too perform the part of essential forces,
there is not that incessant warfare of extermination
which might have depopulated the world. And
here we might observe, that, in studying that
balance of powers and of preserving influences,
which obtains even in a commonwealth of brutes,
the uses of a mental are just as palpable as those of
a material collocation. The anger which prompts
to the resistance of aggression is as obviously
inserted by the hand of a contriver, as are the
horns or the bristles or any other defensive weapons
wherewith the body of the animal is furnished.
The fear which wings the flight of a pursued
animal is as obviously intended for its safety,-as is
its muscular conformation or capacity for speed.
The affection of a mother for her young points as
intelligibly to a designer’s care for the preservation
of the species, as does that apparatus of nourish-
ment wherewith nature hath endowed her. The
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