
50 ADAPTATIONS O' EXTERNAL NATURE TO

effervescence and the outbreakings ofbrute violence

in society. It is incalculable how much we owe

to this influence for the peace and courteousness

that obtain in every neighbourhood. The more

patent view of anger is, that it is an instrument of

defence against the aggressions of violence or

injustice; and by which they are kept in check,

from desolating, as they otherwise would, the face

of society. But it not only operates as a corrective

against the outrages that are actually made. It

has a preventive operation also; and we are wholly

unable to say, in how far the dread of its forth

breaking, serves to soften and to subdue human

intercourse into those many thousand decencies of

mutual forbearance and complaisance, by which it

is gladdened and adorned. There is a recoil from

anger in the heart of every man when directed

against himself; and many who would disdain

to make one sacrifice by which to appease it, after

it had thrown down the gauntlet of hostility, will

in fact make one continued sacrifice of their tone

and manner and habit, that it may not be awakened

out of its slumbers. It were difficult to compute

how much we are indebted, for the blandness and

the amenity of human compa.nionships, to the

consciousness of so many sleeping fires, in readiness

to blaze forth, at the touch or on the moment of

any provocation being offered. We doubt not,

that, in military and fashionable, and indeed in all

society, it acts as a powerful restraint on every

thing that is offensive. The domineering insolence

of those who, with the instrument of anger too,

would hold society in bondage, is most effectually
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