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62 AFFECTIONS WHICH CONDUCE TO THE

intensely for the wants and sufferings of the rest as
he would for his own, or labours as strenuously for
the sustenance of all as he would for his own indi-
vidual sustenance. There is very generally a
union of hearts, and still oftener a union of hands,
for the common interests and provision of the
household.

3. The benefits of such an arrangement are too
obvious to be enumerated. Iiven though the law
of self-preservation had sufficed in those cases where
the individual has adequate wisdom to devise, and
adequate strength to provide for his own main-
tenance—of itself, it could not have availed, when
this strength and this wisdom are wanting. It is
in the hosom of families, and under the touch and
impulse of family affections, that helpless infancy
is nurtured into manhood, and helpless disease or
age have the kindliest and most effective succour
afforded to them. Even when the strength for
labour, instead of being confined to one, is shared
among several of the household, there is often an
incalculable benefit, in the very concert of their
forces and community of their gains—so long, for
example, as a brotherhood, yet advancing towards
maturity, continue to live under the same roof, and
to live under the direction of one authority, or by
the movement of one will. We shall not expati-
ate, either on the enjoyment that might be had
under such an economy, while it lasts, in the sweets
of mutual affection; or minutely explain how, after
the economy is dissolved, and the separate members
betake themselves each to his own way in the world
—the duties and the friendships of domestic life are
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