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68 AFFECTIONS WHICH CONDUCE TO THE

amount to utter disorganization. And this is pre-
cisely the mischief which the pauperism of England
hath inflicted on the habits of English families. It
hath, by the most pernicious of all bribery, relaxed
the ties and obligations of mutual relationship—
exonerating parents on the one hand from the care
and maintenance of their own offspring ; and tempt-
ing children on the other to cast off the parents
who gave them birth, and, instead of an asylum
gladdened by the associations and sympathies of
home, consigning them for the last closing years
of weakness and decrepitude to the dreary imprison-
ment of a poor-house. Had the beautiful arrange-
mentsof nature not been disturbed, the relative affec-
tions which she herself has implanted would have
been found strong enough, as in other countries, to
have secured, through the means of a domestic
economy alone, a provision both for young and old,
in far greater unison with both the comfort and
the virtue of families. The corrupt and demoral-
izing system of England might well serve as a
lesson to philanthropists and statesmen, of the
hazard, nay of the positive and undoubted mischief,
to which the best interests of humanity are exposed
—when they traverse the processes of a better
mechanism instituted by the wisdom of God, through
the operation of another mechanism devised by a
wisdom of their own.

7. And those family relations in which all men
necessarily find themselves at the outset, of life, serve
to strengthen, if they do not originate certain other
subsequent affections of wider operation, and which
bear with most important effect on the state and
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