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security of a commonwealth. Each man's house

may be regarded as a preparatory school, where he

acquires in boyhood, those habits of subordination

and dependence and reverence for superiors, by
which he all the more readily conforms in after-life,

to the useful gradations of rank and authority and

wealth which obtain in the order of general society.
We are awaré of a cosmopolitism that would unsettle

those principles which bind together the larger
commonwealth of a state; and that too with still

greater force and frequency, than it would unsettle

those affections which bind together the little com

monwealth of a family. It is easier to undermine

in the hearts of subjects, their reverence for rank

and station; than it is to dissolve the ties of paren

tage and brotherhood, or to denaturalize the hearts

of children. Accordingly we may remember those

seasons, when, in the form of what may be termed

a moral epidemic, a certain spirit of lawlessness

went abroad upon the land; and the minds of men

were set at large from the habit of that homage
and respect, which in more pacific times, they,
without pusillanimity and in spite of themselves,

do render to family or fortune or office in society.
We know that in specific instances, an adequate
cause is too often given, why men should cast off

that veneration for rank by which they are natu

rally and habitually actuated-as, individually,
when the prince or the noble, however elevated,

may have disgraced himself by his tyranny or his

vices; or, generally, when the patrician orders of

the state may hive entered into some guilty com

bination of force and fraud against the liberties of


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1853-Chalmers-NatTheo/README.htm


