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and if man, in the proud and presumptuous exer-
cise of his own wisdom, shall lift his rebel hand
against the wisdom of nature, and try to uproot
this principle from human hearts—he will find that
it cannot be accomplished, without tearing asunder
one of the strongest of those ligaments, which bind
together the component parts of human society
into an harmonious and well-adjusted mechanism.
And it 1s then that the wisdom which made nature,
wiil demonstrate its vast superiority over the wisdom
which would mend it—when the desperate experi-
ment of the latter has been tried and found want-
ing. There are certain restraining forces (and
reverence for rank and station is one of them)
which never so convincingly announce their own
importance to the peace and stability of the coms
monwealth, as in those seasons of popular frenzy,
when, for a time, they are slackened or suspended.
For it is then that the vessel of the state, as if
slipped from her moorings, drifts headlong among
the surges of insurrectionary violence, till, as the
effect of this great national effervescence, the land
mourns over its ravaged fields and desolated fami.
lies; when, after the sweeping anarchy has blown
over it, and the sore chastisement has been undere
gone, the now schooled and humbled people seek
refuge anew in those very principles, which they
had before traduced and discarded : And it will be
fortunate if, when again settled down in the quie-
tude of their much needed and much longed-for
repose, there be not too vigorous a re-action of
those conservative influences, which, in the moment
of their wantonness, they had flung so recklessly
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