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becoming obedient to the power of it. It is, in
fact, the principle on which a thousand contests of
the nursery are settled, and many thousand more
are prevented; what else would be an incessant
scramble of rival and ravenous cupidity, being
mitigated and reduced to a very great, though
unknown and undefinable extent, by the sense of
justice coming into play. It is altogether worthy
of remark, howevex that the sense of property is
anterior to the sense of justice, and comes from an
anterior and distinct source.in our nature. It is
not justice which originates the proprietary feeling
in the heart of any individual. It onmly arbitrates
between the proprietary claims and feelings of dif-
ferent individuals—after these had previously arisen
by the operation of other principles in the human
constitution. Those writers on jurisprudence are
sadly and inextricably puzzled, who imagine that
Justice presided over the first ordinations of property
—utterly at a loss as they must be, to find out the
principle that could guide her initial movements.
Justice did not create property; but found it
already created—her only office being to decide
between the antecedent claims of one man and
another : And, in the discharge of this office, she
but compares the rights which each of them can
allege, as founded either on the length of undis-
puted and undisposed of possession, or on the value
they had impressed on the thing at issue by labour
of their own. In other words, she bears respect
to those two great primitive ingredients by which
property is constituted, before that she had ever
bestowed any attention, or given any award what-
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