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84 AFFECTIONS WHICH CONDUCE TO THE

among their children—to have respect, in fact,
when making distribution of the chairs, both to
their habits of previous occupation, and to the
additional value which any of them may have
impressed upon their favourite seats, by such little
arts of upholstery or mechanics, as they are com-
petent to practise. A wise domestic legislator
would not thwart, but rather defer to the claims
and expectations which nature had previously
founded. And still more a national legislator or
statesman, would evince his best wisdom, by,
instead of traversing the constitution of property
which nature had previously established, greatly
deferring to that sense of a possessory right, which
long and unquestioned occupation so universally
gives; and greatly deferring to the principle, that,
whatever the fruit of each man’s labour may be, it
rightfully, and therefore should legally belong to
him. A government could, and at the termination
of a revolutionary storm, often does, traverse these
principles ; but not without the excitement of a
thousand heart-burnings, and so the establishment
of a strong counteraction to its own authority in
the heart of its dominions. It is the dictate of
sound policy—that the natural, on the one hand,
and the legal or political on the other, should
quadrate as much as possible. And thus, instead
of saying with Dr. Paley that property derived its
constitution and being from the law of the land—
we should say that law never exhibits a better
understanding of her own place and functions,
than when, founding on materials already provided,
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