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108 AFFECTIONS WHICH CONDUCE TO THE

patiate.” The hundred-fold superiority, in the
~amount of produce for the subsistence of human
beings, which an appropriated country has over
an equal extent of a like fertile but unappro-
priated, and, therefore, unreclaimed wilderness, is
too obvious to be explained. It may be stated
however; and when an economy so beneficial,
without which even a few stragglers of our race
could not be supported in comfort; and a
large human family, though many times inferior
to that which now peoples our globe, could not be
supported at all—when the effect of this economy,
in multiplying to a degree inconceivable the aliment
of human bodies, is viewed in connexion with those
prior tendencies of the human mind which gave it
birth, we cannot but regard the whole as an
mstance, and one of the strongest which it is possi-
ble to allege, of the adaptation of external nature
to that mental constitution, wherewith the Author
of nature hath endowed us.

CHAPTER 1V.

On those special Affections which conduce to the
economic well-being of Society.

1. We now proceed to counsider the economie, in
contra~distinction to the civil and political well-

® This we have done at greater length in our work on Political
Economy.
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