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116 AFFECTIONS WHICH CONDUCE TO THE

invaded. In the mind of the pauper, with all his
challenging and all his boisterousness, there is still
the latent impression, that, after all, there is a
certain want of firmness about his plea. He is
not altogether sure of the ground upon which he
is standing ; and, in spite of all that law has done
to pervert his imagination, the possessory right of
those against whom he prefers his demand, stares
him in the face, and disturbs him not a little out
of that confidence, wherewith a man represents and
urges the demands of unquestionable justice. In
spite of himself, he cannot avoid having somewhat
the look and the consciousness of a poacher.
And so the effect of England’s most unfortunate
blunder, has been, to alienate on the one hand her
rich from her poor; and on the other to debase
into the very spirit and sordidness of beggary, a
large and ever-increasing mass of her population.
There is but one way, we can never cease to aflirm,
by which this grievous distemper of the body
politic can be removed. And that is, by causing
the law of property to harmonize with the strong
and universal instincts of nature in regard to it;
by making the possessory right to be at least
as inviolable as the common sense of mankind
would make it; and as to the poor, by utterly
recalling the blunder that England made, when
she turned into a matter of legal constraint, that
which should ever be a matter of love and liberty,
and when she aggravated ten-fold the dependence
and misery of the lower classes, by divorcing the
cause of humanity from the willing generosities, the
spoitaneous and unforced sympathies of our nature.
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