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128 AFFECTIONS WHICH CONDUCE TO THE

it under the authority of justice. ~When it thought
to enact for beneficence, it only, in truth, enacted
a new division of property; and in so doing, it
contravenes the possessory, one of nature’s special
affections—while, by its attempts to force what
should have been left to the free exercise of com-
passion, it has done much to supersede or to
extinguish another of these affections. It hath so
pushed forward the line of demarcation—as to
widen the space which justice might call her own,
and to contract the space which beneficence might
call her own. But never will law be able to make
a captive of beneficence, or to lay personal arrest
upon her. It might lessen and limit her means, or
even starve her into utter annihilation. But never
can it make a living captive of her. It is altogether
a vain and hopeless undertaking to legislate on the
duties of beneficence; for the very nature of this
virtue, is to do good freely and willingly with its
own. But on the moment that law interposes to
any given extent with one’s property, to that extent
it ceases to be his own; and any good that is done
by it is not done freely. The force of law and the
freeness of love cannot amalgamate the one with
the other. Like water and oil they are immiscible.
We cannot translate beneficence into the statute-
book of law, without expunging it from the statute-
book of the heart; and, to whatever extent we
make it the object of compulsion, to that extent we
must destroy it.

11. And in the proportion that beneﬁcence is
put to flight, is gratitude put to flight along with
it. The proper object of this emotion is another’s
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