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130 AFFECTIONS WHICH CONDUCE TO THE

stern guardianship of the interests of justice—
we should tremble for humanity lest it withered
and expired under the grasp of so rough a pro-
tector; and lest before a countenance grave as
that of a judge, and grim as that of a messenger-
at-arms, this frail but loveliest of the virtues
should be turned, as if by the head of Medusa,
into stone. :

12. But there are other moral ills in this
unfortunate perversion, beside the extinction of
good-will in the hearts of the affluent and of
gratitude in the hearts of the poor—though it be
no slight. mischief to any community, that the tie
of kindliness between these two orders should
have been broken; and that the business of charity,
which when left spontaneous is so fertile in all the
amenities of life, should be transformed into a
fierce warfare of rights, from its very nature
incapable of adjustment, and, whether they be
the encroached upon or the repelled, subjecting
both parties to the sense of a perpetual violence.
But over and above this, there are other distempers,
vherewith it hath smitten the social economy of
England, and of which experience will supply the
English observer with many a vivid recollection.
The reckless but withal most natural improvidence
of those whom the state has undertaken to provide
for, seeing that law hath proclaimed in their favour
a discharge from the cares and the duties of self-
preservation—the headlong dissipation, in conse-
quence—the dissolution of family ties, for the same
public and proclaimed charity which absolves a
man from attention to himself will absolve him also
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