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a study of the science, with the express design of
fixing and ascertaining them. ‘There is one very
beautiful instance in the effect, which the frugality
and foresight of workmen would have, to con-
trol and equalize the fluctuations of commerce—
acting with the power of a fly in mechanics ; and
so as to save, or at least indefinitely to shorten,
those dreary intervals of suspended work or miser-
able wages, which now occur so often, and with
almost pericdic regularity in the trading world.
What constitutes a sore aggravation to the wretch-
edness of such a season, is the necessity of over-
working—so as, if possible, to compensate by the
amount of labour for the deficiency of its remunera-
tion ; and yet the inverse effect of this in augment-
ing and perpetuating that glut, or overproduction,
which is the real origin of this whole calamity. It
would not happen in the hands of a people elevated
and exempted above the urgencies of immediate
want ; and nothing will so elevate and exempt them,
but their own accumulated wealth—the produce
of a resolute economy and good management in
prosperous times. Would they only save during
high wages, what they might spend during low
wages—so as when the depression comes, toslacken,
instead of adding to their work, or even cease from
it altogether—could they only afford to live, through
the months of such a visitation, on their well-
husbanded means, the commodities of the over-
laden market would soon clear away ; when, with
the return of a brisk demand on empty warehouses,
a few weeks instead of months would restore them
to importance and prosperity in the commonwealth.
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