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142 AFFECTIONS WHICH CONDUCE TO THE

This is but a single specimen from many others of
that enlargement which awaits the labouring classes,
after that by their own intelligence and virtue,
they have won their way to it.  With but wisdom
and goodness among the common people, the whole
of this economic machinery would work most benefi-
cently for them—a moral ordination, containing in
it most direct evidence for the wisdom and good-
ness of that Being by whose hands it is that the
machinery has been framed and constituted ; and
who, the Preserver and Governor, as well as the
Creator of His works, sits with presiding authority
over all its evolutions.

18. But this is only one specimen out of the
many—the particular instance of a quality that is
universal, and which may be detected in almost all
the phenomena and principles of the science; for
throughout, political economy is but one grand
exemplification of the alliance, which a God of
righteousness hath established, between prudence
and moral principle on the one hand, and physical
comfort on the other. However obnoxious the
modern doctrine of population, as expounded by
Mr. Malthus, may have been, and still is, to weak
and limited sentimentalists, it is the truth which of
all others sheds the greatest brightness over the
earthly prospects of humanity—and this in spite of
the hideous, the yet sustained outcry which has
risen againstit. This is a pure case of adaptation,
between the external nature of the world in which
we live, and the moral nature of .man, its chicf
occupier. There is a demonstrable inadequacy in
all the miaterial resources which the globe can
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