
ECONOMIC WELL-BEING OF SOCIETY. 143

turnish, for the increasing wants of a recklessly

increasing species. But over and against this,

man is gifted with a moral and a mental power by
which the inadequacy might be fully countervailed;

and the species, in virtue of their restrained and

regulated numbers, be upholden on the face of our

world, in circumstances of large and stable suffi-.

ciency, even to the most distant ages. The first

origin of this blissful consummation is in the virtue of

the people; but carried into sure and lasting effect

by the laws of political economy, through the

indissoluble connexion which obtains between the

wages and the supply of labour-so that in every

given state ofcommerce and civilization, the amount.

of the produce of industry and of the produce of

the soil, which shall fall to the share of the work

men, is virtually at the determination of the work

men themselves, who, by dint of resolute prudence

and resolute principle together, may rise to an

indefinitely higher status than they now occupy, of

comfort and independence in the commonwealth.

This opens up a cheering prospect to the lovers.of

our race; and not the less so, that it is seen through

the medium of popular intelligence and virtue

the only medium through which it can ever be

realized. And it sheds a revelation, not only on

the hopeful destinies of man, but on the character

of God-in having instituted this palpable alliance

between the moral and the physical, and so assort

ed the economy of outward nature to the economy

of human principlc.s and passions. The lights of

modern science have made us apprehend more

clearly, by what steps the condition and the chara
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