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1494 ADAPTATIONS OF THE MATERIAL WORLD

ter of the common people rise and fall with each
other—insomuch, that, while on the one hand their
general destitution is the inevitable result of their
general worthlessness, they, on the other, by dint
of wisdom and moral strength, can augment indefi-
nitely, not the produce of the earth, nor the pro-
duce of human industry, but that proportion of both
which falls to their own share. Their economic is
gure to follow by successive advances in the career
of their moral elevation; nor do we hold it impos-
sible, or even unlikely—that gaining, every gene-
ration, on the distance which now separates them
from the upper classes of society, they shall, in
respect both of decent sufficiency and dignified
leisure, make perpetual approximations to the
fellowships and the enjoyments of cultivated life.

CHAPTER V.

Adaptations of the Material World to the Moral
and Intellectual Constitution of Man.

1. Ir by External Nature be meant all that is
external to mind, then the proper subject of the
argument, in this Fourth Book, should be the adap-
tation of the Material to the Mental World. But
if by External Nature be meant all that is external
to one individual mind, then is the subject very
greatly extended; for, beside the reciprocal influ-
ence between that individual mind and all sensible
and. material thirge, we showld consider the
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