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164 ADPATATIONS OF THE MATERIAL WORLD

the distinct terms even of but one sequence,
Nature presents us with her phenomena in complex
assemblages ; and it is often difficult, in the work
of disentangling her trains from each other, to
single out the proper and causal antecedent with
its resulting consequent, from among the crowd of
accessary or accidental circumstances by which
they are surrounded. There is never any uncer-
tainty, as to the invariableness of nature’s succes-
sions. The only uncertainty is as to the steps of
each succession; and the distinct achievement of
experience, is to ascertain these steps. And many
mistakes are committed in this course of education,
from our disposition to confound the similarities
with the samenesses of Nature. We never misgive
in our general confidence, that the same antecedent
will be followed by the same consequent; but we
often mistake the semblance for the reality, and are
as often disappointed in the expectations that we
form. This is the real account of that growing
confidence, wherewith we anticipate the same
results in the same apparent circumstances, the
oftener that that result has in these circumstances
been observed by us—as of a high-water about
twice every day, or of a sun-rise every morning.
It is not that we need to be more assured than we
are already of the constancy of Nature, in the
sense that every result must always be the sure
effect of its strict and causal antecedent. But we
need to be assured of the real presence of this
antecedent, in that mass of contemporaneous things
under which the result has taken place hitherto;
and of this we are more and more satisfied, with
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