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the calculations and profound musings of his soli-
tude, predicted the oblate spheroidal figure of the
earth, and the prediction was confirmed by the
mensurations of the academicians, both in the polar
and equatorial regions; or as, when abandoning
himself to the devices and the diagrams of his own
construction, he thence scanned the cycles of the
firmament, and elicited from the scroll of enig-
matical characters which himself had framed, the
secrets of a sublime astronomy, that high field so
replete with wonders, yet surpassed by this greatest
wonder of all, the intellectual mastery which man
has over it. 'That such a feeble creature should
have made this conquest—that a light struck out
in the little cell of his own cogitations should have
led to a disclosure so magnificent—that by a cal-
culus of his own formation, as with the power of a
talisman, the heavens, with their stupendous masses
and untrodden distances, should have thus been
opened to his gaze—can only be explained by the
intervention of a Being having supremacy over all,
and who has adjusted the laws of matter and the
properties of mind to each other. It is only thus
we can be made to understand, how man by the
mere workings of his spirit, should have penetrated
so far into the workmanship of Nature; or that,
restricted though he be to a spot of earth, he
should nevertheless tell of the suns and the systems
that be afar—as if he had travelled with the line
and plummet 1n his hand to the outskirts of creation,
or carried the torch of discovery round the universe.

24, (3.) Our next adaptation is most notably
exemplified in those cases, when some isolated phe-
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