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178 ADAPTATIONS OF THE MATERIAL WORLD

nomenon, remote and having at first no conceivabie
relation to human affairs, is nevertheless converted
by the plastic and productive intellect of man, into
some application of mighty and important effect
on the interests of the world. One example of
this is the use that has been made of the occulta-
tions and emersions of Jupiter’s satellites, in the
computation of longitudes, and so the perfecting
of navigation. When one contemplates a subser-
viency of this sort fetched to us from afar, it is
difficult not to imagine of it as being the fruit of
some special adjustment, that came within the
purpose of him, who, in constructing the vast
mechanism of Nature, overlooked not the humblest
of its parts—but incorporated the good of our
species, with the wider generalities and laws of a
universal system.* The conclusion is rather en-

* The author of the Natural History of Enthusiasm, in his
edition of Edward’s treatise on the will, presents us with the fol-
lowing energetic sentences on this subject. .
“ Bvery branch of modern science abounds with instances of
remote correspondences between the great system of the world,
and the artificial (the truly natural) condition to which knowledge
raises him. If these correspondences were single or rare they
might be deemed merely fortuitous; like the drifting of a plank
athwart the track of one who is swimming from a wreck. But
when they meet us on all sides and invariably, we must be resolute
in atheism not to confess that they are emanations from one and
the same centre of wisdom and gooduess. Is it nothing more than
a lucky accommodation which makes the polarity of the needle to
subserve the purposes of the mariner? or may it not safely be
affirmed, both that the magnetic influence (whatever its primary
intention may be) had reference to the Lusiness of navigation—a
reference incalculably important to the spread and improvement of
the human race; and that the discovery and the application of this
influence arrived at the destined moment in the revolution of
human affairs, when in combination with other ovents, it would
produce the greatest effect > Nor should we scruple to afiirm that
the relntion between the inclination of the earth's axis and the
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