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ficient to mark an obvious contrivance and forth-
putting of skill in the adjustment of the systems to
each other. Enough has been already done to
prove of mind, with its various powers, that it 1s
the fittest agent which could have been employed
for working upon matter ; and of matter, with its
various properties and combinations, that it is the
fittest instrument which could have been placed
under the disposal of mind. Every new triumph
achieved by the human intellect over external
nature, whether in the way of discovery or of art,
serves to make the proof more illustrious. In the
indefinite progress of science and invention, the
mastery of man over the elements which surround
him is every year becoming more conspicuous—
the pure result of adaptation, or of the way i
which mind and matter have been conformed to
each other ; the first endowed by the Creator with
those powers which qualify it to command; the
second no less evidently endowed with those cor-
responding susceptibilities which cause it to obey.
25. (4.) To prepare for our next instance, there
1s one especial adaptation that we shall now bring
forward, and all the more wﬂhno'ly that, beside belng
highly important in itself, it forms an instance of
adaptation in the pure and limited sense of the
term—even the mfluence of a circumstance strictly
material on the state of the moral world in all the
civilized, and indeed inall theappropriated countries
on the face of the earth. We advert to the actual
fertility of the land, and to the circumstances purely
physical by which the degree or measure of that
ferulity is determined. It has been well stated
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