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198 ADAPTATIONS OF THE MATERIAL WORLD

full and circumstantial is the memory, the more is
given for the judgment to do—its proper work of
selecting and comparing becoming the more oppres-
sive, with the number and distraction of irrelevant
materials. It would have been better that these
had found no original admittance within the
chamber of recollection ; or that only things of real
and sufficient importance had left an enduring
impression upon its tablet. In other words, it
would have been better, that the memory had been
less susceptible or less retentive than it is; and this
may enable us to perceive the exquisite balancing
that must have been requisite, in the construction
of the mind—when the very defect of one faculty
is thus made to aid and to anticipate the operations
of another. He who alone knoweth the secrets
of the spirits, formed them with a wisdom to us
unsearchable.

32. Certain it is, however, that variety in the
proportion of their faculties, is one chief cause of
the difference between the minds of men. And
whatever the one faculty may be, in any individual,
which predominates greatly beyond the average of
the rest—that faculty is selected as the character-
istic by which to distinguish him; and thus he may
be designed as a man of judgment, or information,
or fancy, or wit, or oratory. It is this variety In
their respective gifts, which originates so beautiful
a dependence and reciprocity of mutual services
among men; and, more especially, when any united
movement or united counsel is requisite, that calls
forth the co-operation of numbers. No man com-
bines all the ingredients of mental power; and no
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