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or the incursion of any rash adventurer in the field
of originality. And for this purpose it is well, that
each novelty, kept at bay for a time, and made to
undergo a sufficient probation, should be compelled
thoroughly to substantiate its claims—ere it be
admitted to take a place beside the philosophy
which is recognised by all the authorities, and
received into all the institutes of the land.

34. And they are the very same principles,
which, when rightly blended, operate so benefi-
cially, not in philosophy alone, but in politics.
There is no spirit which requires more to be kept
in check, than that of the mere wantonness of
legislation ; and so far from being annoyed by that
indisposition to change, which is rather the charac-
teristic of all established authorities, we should
regard it in the light of a wholesome counteractive,
by which to stay the excesses of wild and wayward
innovators. There is a great purpose served in
soclety by that law of nature, in virtue of which
it 1s that great bodies move slowly. It would
not answer, if a government were to veer and to
vacillate with every breath of speculation—if easily
liable to be diverted from the steadfastness of their
course, by every lure or by every likelihood which
sanguine adventurers held out to them. It is well,
that in the ruling corporation there should be a
certain strength of resistance, against which all
splendid imaginations, and all unsound and hollow
plausibilities, might spend their force and be dissi-
pated; and, so far from complaining of it as an
mpracticable engine which is so hard and difficult
of impulse, we should look upon its very unwieldi-
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