
408 ON THE DEFECTS AND

undid the best service which a professor of moral

science can render to humanity. Along the con

fines of its domain, there should be raised, in

every quarter, the floating signals of distress;

that its scholars, instead of being lulled into the

imagination that now they may repose as in so

many secure and splendid dwelling places, should

be taught to regard them only as towers of obser

vation-whence they have to look for their ulterior

guidance and their ulterior supplies, to the region

of a conterminous theology.

35. There is a difficulty here in the theism of

nature, within the whole compass of which no

solution for it can be found. It will at least

afford a specimen of the way in which the one

bears upon the other, if we state the method of

escape from this difficulty that has been provided

in the theism of Christianity. The great moral

problem which under the former waits to be re

solved, is to find acceptance in the mercy of God,

for those who have braved His justice, and done

despite to the authority of His law; and that,

without any compromise of truth or dignity. By

the offered solution of the New Testament, a

channel has been opened up, through a high me.

diatorship between God and man, for the descent

of a grace and a mercy the most exuberant on a

guilty world; and through it, the overtures of re

conciliation are extended unto all; and a sceptre

of forgiveness, but of forgiveness consecrated by

the blood of a great atonement, has been stretched

forth, even to the most polluted and worthless

outcasts of the human family; and thus the good-.
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