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Cmar. L HISTORY OF THE ACALEPHS. 25

date, which, however, contain so little concerning the structure or embryonic develop-
‘ment of the Acalephs, that they may fairly be enumecrated here. Such are Peach’s
Observations on the Luminosity of the Sen;! Liitken’s? classification of the Medus®;
Forbes and Goodsir's® description of new species; F. Miiller's* Medusa: of Santa
Catharinn; Alders’'s® new British Hydroids, and Catalogue of the Zotphytes of North-
umberland ; Gould’s enumeration of those of Massachusetts;® Sars's, and Leuckart’s
Contributions to those of the Mediterrancan;* Gosse’s Rambles along the British
shores?® etc.; the Dictionnaire des Sciences Naturelles? the Dictionnaire Classique,®
Ersch and Gruber’s Encyclopiidie,! the Isis of Oken, the Annales des Sciences Natu-
relles, the Archiv fir Naturgeschichte, the Zeitschrift fiir wissenschaftliche Zoilogie,
Miiller's Archiv, the Annals and Magazine of Natural History; and the innumerable
ymaller periodical publications, and proceedings of learned socicties of our time,
should also he consulted. Enough is now known of the Acalephs to show, that,
since they undergo the most extraordinary changes during their life, the history
of no one species can be considered as satisfactory Dbefore it has been traced in
all its conditions. Henceforth, mere descriptions of isolated forms can have hut
o very limited interest. The time when it could be thought sufficient merely to
draw up a diagnosig, in order to characterize n species, i3 indeed gone for the
Acalephs, and, I trust, for other classes of animals also. This great change in the
requirements of our science was chielly brought about by the investigations related

in the next section.
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