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distingni~lting tltc ~Ierten~itlro from the C_rclippicl~\~ prop~r. As we ]un·c ~cen, the 
spheromerc:-; of tlw Cydippi«lro nrc ~o unilcn·m in thc.'ir ~iz~, ~trncturc, mul racliat.ed 
nrrnngcment, that th~ir confb11nity to the type• or tlw Ctc.•nophor~\~, in tlll'ir hilatcrnl 
dispo:-;it.inn, i::; bnrdy pc.•n·eptih1c.•: in the.• Mc.· t·h·n~icht•, nn the.• c•ontrary, t.he antcrior 
nml pn~lerior ~pltc.•rome•·c.•:-t nrc Ycry tliflcn•nt in t hc.'ir li••·m ami :-;izc.', :md c\'cn in 
theh· :-;fntcfurc, from the lat<."ral one~~ :--o that the bilateml :--ymmctry ol' thc.•:-::c Ctc­
nopho•·ro is one of the it· most. chnrarteri~t ic fhm il~· cli:-:t i ncti<•n::. But. this ~ymmetry 
i:-s :-:u peculiar, tltnt, fin· from <'XhiJ,iting a tran~ition to tlw Cc:-:titlm and Calynmitlre 
or .Mn<'miitl:t>, n~ Gt'gcnhnur hc.•]i(•Yc.•:-:~ it pn•:.:t•nt:: the mo:-:t xt riking contrn~t. wit.h 
t.hcm. In the Cesticl:\', n~ \\"(•11 n~ in the CalymnicJa~ nntl Bl•t·oitl~ proper, the eom­
prc~~ion is lateral; t.hat. i:5 to ~ny, the.• lnH.•ral :.:pla'rom<•rc.'s nrc retlnced in compnri:-\Oll 
to t.lw great tlcYclopm<'nt. <.If the nntc.•rior :mel po~tc. .. rior pail·:-:, or, in othc.•r word~, 

the l~((·linc diameter i~ the longc.•:4, awl the diart\:'liac th<' :::hortc~t., of the t.wo 
tran~n~r:-:c <.liamcter:-:: whill' in tlll' ~ft.•rtc.•n :--icla.' the eompre:::~ion i~ cliamc.'tricnlly 
OJ1po:-:ite, the latc.•ral ~phl•romert':-\ lJl'ing )!l'(•atly tlc.•Ydopccl~ while the nnt.et·ior nntl 
1)0:-tc..••·im· pnir:-; arc much r<•thH'<.'cl, :.:n t!Jat lH.'l'c.• the {'lX'liac t.liameter i~ mnc.~h ~hort.er 

(.han the tlinclX..'Jinr. 1\l~l'tt•n:.:, in hi:-: ch.•:.:cript ion o(' Bc.'l'OC compre:-:.~'l, ha:-: alrcmly 
alhul<.'cl to tl1is diJlt.•rcnct' helwC'c.'n tlw two typt.':", an1l al:o;o notiecd anot.hc.•r :::t ructural 
p~cuJiarify coinciding with the.• anfc.•ro-po:.:ft'l'i()l' l'Olllpre:-:...;ion in the fot•m o[' t.he 
cirrum:::rribc.'tl m·ea, whidt i:-: :--lwrt. and lll'taloicl, while.• in the.• Cydippidm it i:-: long, 

with varnllel ~itle::-. In conlhrmity with tlli~ itWlfUality of the ~pheromc.'n':-; aml 
the prnminencc of the antc.•riot• nncl po:.:tcrior pair:-:: the.~ nlmctinnl [o:i<.le or t.hc.' larger 
$phc.•rom<.•rc.•s project.::. mc.we or le:-::~, tlm:-: giving a hc.•art-:-;hapc.·d outline to the alJndinnl 
llnll', on whidt the ch·cum~cribc.•d nn•a is ~<'en in a (ll'pres:-:ion of the ~hort. <'<l'linc 
diameter. A corrc~1mnding hwcpt:llity i~ ohscn·ctl in the de,·l'lopment of the.' ,·c•·ticnl 
chymil'crous tubes nml thci1· row8 of lo('omoth·c.• tlnpper:::. In tlte Cyclippillro pt'O}>er, 
th<.'l't.' i~ hartlly a p<.•rceptihlc difi(.•rcuce bl'hrcen them: in the ~Ic.•rt·cn:::i<l:\~~ on the 
cont.r:wy, the lateral pairs nrc much longer thnn the anterior and the postc.•rior 
pair. This ngnin might. cn~ily be.' mi:-::takcn for a. re:-:cmhlance 1Jl'twec.•n the ~Ier­

ten~i'h~ and the l\Inc.'mii,l:.u or Calymniclt\', were not the mo4 tlcvdopl'd chymiJ'cro\1$ 
tul1c.'s nnd rows of locomotiYe tlnpper:" in the lat.ter tho:-:e ot' the nntcrior ancl 
postc.• t·ior :::pheromen•:-;, while in thc 1\[c..•t·tensitlm the mo~t. ext('nsiYc chymiferous 
tuhl's nnd rows of loromoti,·c flnppc.·r~ n.r~ thoi'l' of the lateral ~pheromcrc:-:. Thl' 
ext-raordinary tlcvelopnwnt of t.hc part.s :u·t-nngcd in the dircction ot' the dineooliac 
dinmetN' con~t.itutc$, iu iitct., the mo$t striking ihmily ehnracter of the 1\Ierten~idn', 
nnd tl<.• terminc:-s its peculiar form. In accortlance with this preponderance of t.lte 
sitlc.·~, it is worthy of remark that the whole tl•ntnculnr nppnra.t.u~ of the l'C}>l'C­

~entatiYe$ or thi~ iiunily is lm·get· and more complicated than that of any ot.her 
group of Ctenophorre, in compnri:son to the absolute ~ize of these animal:-::. ~Iertcns 
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