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ay DISCOPHORE. Parr 111

with a rather slender hase, and, at the base of the tentacles, foursided (Fjy. 22),
with a tentacle projecting from cach corner.  There ix a portion of the slender
base of the body where the opposite inner walls (PL X% Fiy. 624 4) coalesee, and
thus form a solid axiy, into which the digestive cavity does not penetvate. PL X,
Fig. 2% & 13 an instamee of rvegulinity of growth i the tentacles: one of them
(¢') is much smaller than the others, and very transparent and thin, heing evi-
dently stretehed to the utmost, and thevelove, without  doult, heve shown at its
full size.  Sometimes we have found specimens which have {hie tentacles developed
in pairs (7. 25) on the opposite sides of the hady,  Fiy. 26 is a vepreseulation
of u perfeetly robust and flourishing cmbryo having five (entacles, which would
secem fo have all developed at one time.  The extensibility of the lips of the
mouth is here well illustrated by the lavge prohoseis (¢) fovmed by their expansion,
and which is fully as plastic and active in the various shapes which it assumes,
and the motions which it performs, as at any later period.  The degree ol extensi-
bility of the tentacles (¢) is also hetter shown in this figure than in any of these
with four tentacles.

In the next stage louwr more {entacles ave introduced, at infermediate points
(PL X. Fig. 25 ¢) to the fiest four that were developed. Their mode of hudiding
is the same as that of the caclier tentacles, and they continue to grow until they
are as long as the first four, before another set begins to develop (PL X Figs.
53, 34, 35, 30, 37, and PL X~ Figs, 4, 4% and ). One ol the most striking peeu-
lavities of this stage of wrowth is the hydradike form of the embryo (PL X, Fiy.
33), which might readily be mistaken lor a species of that genus upon casual
observation, The base (¢!) ix quite long and slewder, and strongly vesembles w
tentacle.  The lips ol the mouth (¢) project sepavately, ov they may be merged
into one and protruded as in younger stages, in the lorm ol a proboseis (Fiy.
35 ¢). The many protean shapes which the mouth may assume, render it almost
impossible {o say what iz the form of this organ; usually, however, we find it
but slightly, i’ at all, clevated above the base ol the tentacles (Ziys 50 and 57
PL X" Fiy. ), and each one of the four corners projecting toward the hase of
a tentacle (£ 345 PL X" Fiys. 1, 5, and 11). By comparing Fiys. 22 and 27 with
Fig. 24 of PL X we find that the position of the corners ol the mouth is not con-
stant: in the first instance the corners are opposite the intervals of the first four
tentacles, whereas in the second they arve opposite the tentacles; and so we are unable
to judge whether, in the cight-armed stage (Pl X. Fig. 34), the corners ave opposite
the first four tentacles or alternate with them. This can only be determined when
the second set of four tentacles is in an carly state of development, as in Fig. 27,
But here we are again at fault; for if we compare Fig. 34 of PL X. and Liy. 5 of
Pl Xe, with Fig. 34* of PL X, all representations taken from the same individual, we
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